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was never^ enough food to feed him and he went about eating
people. To provide him with a place to sleep, the villagers of
Taro built the longest council house in Bali. He is supposed to
have carved all the ancient monuments and sculptured caves
with his own fingernails. In the highlands between the Batur and
the Bratan, the Gunung Agung and the Batukau, there are many
Bali Aga villages, and in some, like Selulung, Batukaang, and
Tjatur, there are remains of ancient and primitive monuments;
stone statues and small pyramids, some of which are purely
Indonesian in character, while others show early Hindu, perhaps
Buddhist influence. In the Bali Aga villages there is much that
remains of the ancient race who once inhabited all of Bali, but
who.were to become the fascinating Balinese of today.

NOTES   ON   THE   HISTORY   OF   BALI

It seems difficult to reconcile the soft-mannered, peace-loving
Balinese we know with the intrigue and violence of their turbu-
lent past. For a thousand years the history of the island is a series
of wars and heroic episodes that reached a dramatic climax only
thirty years ago when the Balinese made a desperate but futile
last stand against a modern army.

Bali was under the rale of Javanese kings from the earliest days
of Hindu Java, but we first hear of Balinese dynasties in the tenth
century of our era. In 991 A.D. a child was born of a Balinese king
and a Javanese princess. He was named Erlangga and was sent
to Java to marry a princess and to become a local chief in the
kingdom of his father-in-law. Dharmawangsa, the ruler, was
murdered suddenly and Erlangga took charge, saving the king-
dom from total collapse and bringing it into even greater glory.
Erlangga ruled during thirty difficult years, creating a strong
bond between Java and his native Bali, which was then governed
by Erlangga's brother in his name. Then, as befits a model hero
of Hindu ideas, Erlangga suddenly renounced the kingdom he
had made great and died a hermit under the guidance of his
religious teacher, Mpii Bharada. Erlangga's kingdom was nearly